



Wise, Spirit-Filled Living
Ephesians 5:15-21
15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish but understand what the will of the Lord is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.

THE TWO LESSONS FROM THIS PASSAGE
1. We walk as WISE by making the best use of the TIME.

1. We walk as wise by being FILLED with the SPIRIT.

WALK CAREFULLY (5:15-16)
1. The fifth “walk” in chapters 4-5: worthy, no longer as the Gentiles, in Love, as Light, and now as WISE.

1. Carefully - ἀκριβῶς (“diligently”). No one walks wisely by ACCIDENT.

1. Making the best use of the time means buying up the OPPORTUNITY, because the days are EVIL.

UNDERSTAND THE WILL OF THE LORD  (5:17)
1. His will has less to do with WHERE we go and more to do with HOW we walk.

BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT  (5:18)
1. Two INFLUENCES are set side by side: wine and the Spirit.

1. It was believed in the Greco-Roman world that alcohol enhanced the experiencing of the gods and served a vital part of worship. 

1. That practice was brought into the EARLY CHURCH.
 	Acts 2:	12-13;1 Corinthians 10:14-22;11:21
 

WHO IS THE SPIRIT  
1.) He is the 3rd person of the TRIUNE Godhead.
Gen. 1:2; Matt. 4:16; Acts 2:4

2.) He is the convictor HEART. John 16:8 

3.) He is the PROMISE to the believer. Eph. 1:13-14

4.) He is the mouthpiece of   GOD  . Matthew 10:19–20. 

5.) He is the divine ENABLER.   Galatians 5:22-23, 1 Cor. 12:4-11


WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE SPIRIT-FILLED 
The question is not how much of the Spirit we have, but how much of US the Spirit has.

Every Christian receives and is INDWELT by the Spirit at conversion (Acts 2:38; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 12:13), but being filled is something that is repeated and ongoing (Acts 2:4, 4:8, 13:9). 

The repeated choice of placing yourself under his control and influence, so that he DIRECTS your speech, actions, and character. 

Full of the Spirit (Acts 6:3,5; 7:55,11:24)- possesses a settled character which is marked by the Spirit.

WHAT A SPIRIT-FILLED CHURCH LOOKS LIKE  (5:19-21)
1. Spirit-filled worship is both HORIZONTAL and vertical.

1. Four actions: Speaking to one another, Singing to the Lord, Giving thanks to the Father, SUBMITTING to one another.

1. Submitting to one another out of REVERENCE for Christ.


WHAT IN MY LIFE, OR IN MY CHURCH, IS HINDERING ME FROM BEING SPIRIT-FILLED?








12 All were astounded and greatly confused, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others jeered at the speakers, saying, “They are drunk on new wine!” Acts 2:12-13

21 For when it is time to eat, everyone proceeds with his own supper. One is hungry and another becomes drunk. 1 Corinthians 11:21

14 So then, my dear friends, flee from idolatry. 15 I am speaking to thoughtful people. Consider what I say. 16 Is not the cup of blessing that we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ? Is not the bread that we break a sharing in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all share the one bread. 18 Look at the people of Israel. Are not those who eat the sacrifices partners in the altar? 19 Am I saying that idols or food sacrificed to them amount to anything? 20 No, I mean that what the pagans sacrifice is to demons and not to God. I do not want you to be partners with demons. 21 You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot take part in the table of the Lord and the table of demons. 22 Or are we trying to provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we really stronger than he is? 1 Cor. 10:14-22


19 Whenever they hand you over for trial, do not worry about how to speak or what to say, for what you should say will be given to you at that time. 20 For it is not you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. Matthew 10:19-20


