Now there was a Pharisee, a man nhamed
Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish
ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and
qLDSEenCOUHT‘EH‘S said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher

who has come from God. For no one could
perform the signs you are doing if God were
not with him.”

3 Jesus replied, “Very tfruly | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born
again.”

4"How can someone be born when they are old¢” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”

5 Jesus answered, “Very truly | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are
born of water and the Spirit. é Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You
should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it
pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So,
it is with everyone born of the Spirit.”

?"How can this be2” Nicodemus asked.

10“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these thingse 11 Very
fruly | tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify fo what we have seen, but still, you
people do not accept our testimony. 121 have spoken to you of earthly things, and you do
not believe; how then will you believe if | speak of heavenly thingse 13 No one has ever gone
info heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 4 Just as Moses liffed
up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who
believes may have eternal life in him.”

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have
not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 1°This is the verdict: Light has come
into the world, but people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were

evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light and will not come into the light for fear that
their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the fruth comes into the light, so that it
may be seen plainly that what they have done has been done in the sight of God.

The Man

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This man
came to Jesusl@l by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come
from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus
answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born againlkl he cannot see the
kingdom of God.”



Nicodemus was a PHARISEE which was part of the SANHEDRIN (The Ruling body of Isreal).

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming fo his baptism Matthew 3:7

For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit, but the Pharisees
acknowledge them all. Acts 23:8

He had achieved the HIGHEST position in his RELIGION .

10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these
thingse

He came to Jesus AT NIGHT because he was afraid of TWO things.

He was afraid to lose his  POSITION

42 Nevertheless, many even of the authorities believed in him, but for fear of the Pharisees
they did not confess it, so that they would not be put out of the synagogue; 43 for they loved
the glory that comes from man more than the glory that comes from God.

He was afraid to lose his  SOUL

2This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.”

The Message
Jesus ANSWERS the question that wasn't ASKED.

3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old¢ Can
he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be borng”

Nicodemus had achieved the highest level in his RELIGION but was still empty on the INSIDE

If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, | have more: 5 circumcised on
the eighth day of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to
the law, a Pharisee; é as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the
law, blameless. 7But whatever gain | had, | counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Philippians
2:4-7



Being Born AGAIN (&vwBev- anothen) is better translated as Born _FROM ABOVE .

He who comes from above is above all. He who is of the earth belongs to the earth
and speaks in an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is above all. John. 3:31

17Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. James 1:17

Salvation is the WORK of God that is ACCOMPLISHED in us.

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4even as he chose us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.

Salvation is the WORK of God that is COMPLICATED by us.

16 “For God so loved the world,ll that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world fo
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. John 3:16-17

There isn’t always an IMMEDIATE response.

38 After these things Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of
the Jews, asked Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus, and Pilate gave him
permission. So, he came and took away his body. 3? Nicodemus also, who earlier had come
fo Jesus by night, came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five poundsin
weight.

Salvation is not gained by those who try harder. Salvation is not gained by those who live
better. Salvation is not gained by those who become more moral, more religious, take
religion to its highest level, forsake certain vices. No, the kingdom of God is not gained by
anything a person does. The kingdom of God only opens to those who are born again; or the
term again is anothen in the Greek and it means “from above,” “down from above.” You
have to be given life from above, and that’'s not something that you can do spiritually any
more than you can do it physically. The kingdom of salvation, we said last time, opens its
doors only to those who abandon all human effort as a means of salvation, who cease frying
fo earn their way in and literally are born from above by the power and will of God.

8Indeed, | count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord. For his sake | have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order
that I may gain Christ ?and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from
God that depends on faith— 10 that | may know him and the power of his resurrection,

and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, ' that by any means possible |
may attain the resurrection from the dead. Philippians 2:4-11



In love % he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to
the purpose of his will, ¢ to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the
Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our

frespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom
and insight ?making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which

he set forth in Christ 19as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in Christ, things in
heaven and things on earth in him. Ephesians 1:3-10



