The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD was rare; there were not many visions.
2 One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying down in his usual place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the house of the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the LORD called Samuel.
Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5 And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.” But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down.
7 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him.

PARENTING styles and goals are ranked among the top 5 issues in marriage conflict.

Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old, they will not turn from it.  Proverbs 22:6

How to Grow a Good Conscience in Your Children

MODEL a tender conscience yourself.
The righteous lead blameless lives; blessed are their children after them. Proverbs 20:7
My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise. Psalm 51:17

DISCIPLINE by reason not just consequences.
4 Fathers do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. Ephesians 6:4

NAME the inner voice and teach about it.
The human spirit is the lamp of the LORD that sheds light on one’s inmost being. Proverbs 20:27

Calibrate it with TRUTH and not just feelings.
13 Anyone who lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. Hebrews 5:13-14

Point it UPWARD.
13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account. Hebrews 4:13
So the honest summary is that children, on average, reduce measured marital quality — sometimes sharply and durably — mainly by draining time, raising conflict over fairness and labor, and displacing the couple's friendship, while simultaneously deepening meaning and (for a while) stabilizing the marriage. The couples who come through best are the ones who deliberately guard the friendship and the "us" against the very drift that a new child accelerates 
13 For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous. 14 (Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts sometimes accusing them and at other times even defending them.) 16 This will take place on the day when God judges people’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares. Romans 2:13-16

Over the twentieth century parenting science moved from behaviorist strictness to a self-esteem focus that crested in the 1980s–90s — the conviction, crystallized by Nathaniel Branden and institutionalized in efforts like California's 1986 self-esteem task force, that making children feel good about themselves would produce achievement and good behavior. That claim collapsed under its own evidence after Roy Baumeister's 2003 review showed self-esteem to be a byproduct of competence rather than its cause, and the field has since reorganized around self-regulation, executive function, and earned competence built inside secure relationships. The quiet casualty of that whole progression is conscience in the older sense: today's model captures the machinery of morality — self-control, empathy, guilt — but has dissolved conscience into components and stripped away its upward referent, describing in fine detail how a child is regulated while leaving unanswered what he should be regulated toward.






























